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First published in 2012, this catalogue presents fifty-six Etruscan, Greek, and Italic carved
ambers from the Getty Museum's collection—the second largest body of this material in the
United States and one of the most important in the world. The ambers date from about 650 to
300 BC. The catalogue offers full description of the pieces, including typology, style, chronology,
condition, and iconography. Each piece is illustrated. The catalogue is preceded by a general
introduction to ancient amber (which was also published in 2012 as a stand-alone print volume
titled Amber and the Ancient World). Through exquisite visual examples and vivid classical texts,
this book examines the myths and legends woven around amber—its employment in magic and
medicine, its transport and carving, and its incorporation into jewelry, amulets, and other objects
of prestige. This publication highlights a group of remarkable amber carvings at the J. Paul Getty
Museum.This catalogue was first published in 2012 at museumcatalogues.getty.edu/amber/.
The present online edition of this open-access publication was migrated in 2019 to
www.getty.edu/publications/ambers/; it features zoomable, high-resolution photography; free
PDF, EPUB, and Kindle/MOBI downloads of the book; and JPG downloads of the catalogue
images.

About the AuthorFaya Causey is the head of the academic programs department at the National
Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C. She has lectured and published on a variety of subjects, but
primarily on amber, antiquity, and contemporary artists and architects whose work has ancient
aspects. She is also the author of Amber and the Ancient World (Getty Publications, 2012). --
This text refers to the paperback edition.
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M. Dowden, “An Interesting Catalogue. As with the other catalogues on this site from the J Paul
Getty Museum that are on offer, so this has been produced to a high standard with photos,
information on the objects, and other details such as similarities with others and so on. Of
course, as the illustrations are in colour this is best viewed on a tablet device, and you can
enlarge the photos if you so desire on such a device.With a wealth of information so we are
shown the ambers from the museum that cover the pre-Roman world with two exceptions, those
being the Head of Medusa, which is from the Roman period, and a modern imitation. Taking us
back in time then for quite some people it will be the photos that they are most interested in,
because there are, I know a number of people who just love to look at amber artwork.This of
course being a catalogue, it is aimed at those who are visiting the museum or intending to do so
in the future, however if you are not lucky enough to go there then you should still find this a
good resource to have and it will perhaps help you appreciate how artistic and inventive our
ancestors were, as well as giving you a better understanding of the period covered. Obviously,
something like this is not for everyone, but it is still a book that a lot of people are bound to
appreciate.”

The book by Faya Causey has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 21 people have provided feedback.
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